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The three subject areas I found interesting and informative are American constitution and foreign policy, the powers of the president and the executive branch, and the federal court system. The United States government is a huge and complex organization. Its prime role is to protect and improve the lives of the citizens living in the country and abroad. After the independence, the founders formulated a way to craft a stable government that will be able to protect its citizens, but at the same time, the founders were considerate not to make the government so strong to withdraw the powers of the citizens. Therefore, to control the power, the organizers generated the concept of power separation (Barry 4). The first division is the legislative branch which entails the constitution and foreign policy. The legislature key role is law making. The second division is the federal court system. This is the branch mandated with the country’s judicial matters. The third branch is the executive which include the president powers and his advisors. There is a very critical contemporary political problem which is connected to the foreign policy and this is the current immigration laws and policies which many people have been opposing. In this essay I will describe American constitution and foreign policy, the powers of the president and the executive and the federal court system. Additionally, I will describe immigration and how the government can mitigate the problem.
The American constitution has been understood as an invitation to struggle by the legislators and the president in formulating foreign policy. Like other liberal democracies, the American government performs foreign policy in a clear way. Limits built in the constitution ensure the control is in citizens. The US foreign policy is an illustration of its objectives in the world and how it plans to accomplish them. The policy is a reflection of the country’s interests and a clear plan of how to interact with other nations across the globe (Walter 697). World interdependence as well as the traditional difficulties have complicated the mode of foreign policy making. The differences between foreign and domestic matters are no more distinct and thus decisions made domestically have ripple effects overseas.
The powers of the president and the executive branch are explained in the Article II of the American constitution. The president is the prime administrator in the United States. His/her role is to manage members of the executive branch (Barry 4). Moreover, the president is the chief of the nation. This implies that the president is the symbol United States of America and therefore, conducts ceremonial duties as well as meeting leaders of other nations. Despite his executive roles, the president have is involved in the judicially and legislature (Barry 7). Lastly, the president is the chief commander of the armed forces. This implies he controls the military in the country. The role of the president being a huge task, he/she is assisted by other members of the executive. The president appoints advisors who are mandated to head various offices, departments and agencies. Approximately, the executive comprises of 2 million military workers and 3 million civilian workers.
The federal court system is the third subject area discussed in the course and it described in Article III of the American constitution. The judicial matters are mandated to the Supreme Court or in other cases the courts created by the senate (Krutz 27). The Supreme Court is the highest court in United States. It consists of the chief justice and 8 associate judges. The judges are appointed by the president but approved by the president. One of the significant roles of the federal court is declaring laws unconstitutional.
As noted earlier, strict immigration policies have proved to be a critical contemporary political issue in the USA and this lies under the subject of foreign policy. Illegal immigration in the present day plays a crucial part in the United States politics. Over 10 million undocumented people are living in United States and the problem is worsening as the rate of immigration is escalating yearly. The main problem of illegal migration is increase in the rate of terrorist activities and crime. Within the 70,000 immigrants in US, there is likely that there are terrorists and criminals immigrating illegally as well (Gregory 1141). This is a major threat to citizens and the economy of the country. Another problem is the reduced tax revenue. Jobs held by illegal immigrants do not pay tax revenue. Consequently, the loss of tax is a major threat to government programs. Other problems associated with illegal immigration are reduced jobs for legal citizens, increased costs of education, and bilingualism.
Despite the threats caused by illegal immigrants, there are pros that come with immigration. Some of the pros are cheap labor, culture enrichment as well contribution to the growth of country’s GDP. Thus, there should be a legislation reform on foreign policies that eases the lengthy procedures of securing American citizenship. One of the reasons of formulating the government was to protect the citizens and so withdrawing complicated ways of legal gaining of US citizenships will allow harmless people to be citizens (Matthew 330). In addition, it will facilitate easy monitoring of the people in the country.
Summarily, the American constitution divides power in three divisions; the executive, federal court system and the legislature. On the other hand, there are political challenges facing the nation. It is apparent that illegal immigration has both cons and pros and the one of the solution to mitigate the threat is legislative reform. It is also apparent that the American constitution and foreign policy, the powers of the president and the executive branch, and the federal court system were the most informative and most interesting subject areas taught in POLS2.
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